
Shared Principles and Emerging Plan Directions  

Introduction 

Since the Fairfield Neighbourhood planning process launched in June 2016, we have heard from many 

residents, businesses, groups and other people about the future the neighbourhood. This has shaped 

this set of draft principles, goals and emerging neighbourhood policies for how Fairfield should continue 

to grow, change, and improve over the next 25 years. 

Draft Shared Principles for Fairfield’s Future 

1. Encourage different types of housing so that people can stay in Fairfield at any age 

2. Create more affordable housing 

3. Maintain the low-rise feel and tree-lined streets in older residential areas  

4. In older residential areas, support infill housing such as garden suites, secondary suites, 

duplexes and townhouses, that add gentle density while fitting into the neighbourhood 

5. Protect existing small commercial corners (2-3 storey mixed use) at Moss Streets and Fairfield 

Road; and Moss Street and May Street.  Improve the public realm in these commercial areas.  

6. Protect and encourage the upkeep of older rental apartment buildings 

7. If Ross Bay Village (FairfieldPlaza) redevelops in the future, create a walkable village hub for 

daily shopping, services and housing. Encourage townhouses and 4-6 storey buildings with shops 

on the ground-floor. 

8. Create new Heritage Conservation Areas to protect special historic areas in the neighbourhood 

9. Enhance the facilities for visitors and other amenities along the waterfront, including Clover 

Point 

10. Create more social gathering spaces in neighbourhood parks to attract a wider range of ages  

11. Increase the urban forest on public and private land 

12. Protect the coastal bluffs and shoreline ecosystems 

13. Create a new waterfront bikeway along Dallas Road  

14. Create a linked network of pedestrian and cycling routes throughout the neighbourhood 

Encourage local and independent businesses to thrive 

 

Draft Emerging Plan Directions 

Emerging neighbourhood plan directions are draft emerging goals, objectives and emerging policies that 

have been developed, to date, as part of the Fairfield Neighbourhood Plan process.  Plan directions will 

be translated into more detailed policies for the draft neighbourhood plan. Readers should assume that 

the material contained in this document will be subject to change.  

The emerging plan directions have been developed from a variety of sources, including but not limited 

to: 

 Community input (surveys, sounding boards, workshops, meetings with stakeholders) 

 Discussions with members of the Fairfield Neighbourhood Plan Working Group 



 City-wide and regional policy 

 City staff technical work 

 

Housing  

What We’ve Heard: 

 Offer housing options so that people can stay in Fairfield as they age, attract a wider diversity of residents 

(different income levels, ages, family sizes) 

 Retain and maintain the existing rental housing stock.   

 Different perspectives on what types of housing are suitable in urban village areas, and where this new 

housing should be located 

 Support for more housing diversity and choice while maintaining the low-rise, open feel of the traditional 

area  

 Create more ground-oriented housing to attract families. Townhouses are seen as family-friendly and 

fitting well into traditional residential area around Ross Bay Village, Dallas Road, Cook Street Village and 

Moss/May Street 

 Encourage more affordably-priced housing through smaller-sized housing (e.g. townhouses, duplex, 

triplex), infill and mortgage-helpers. 

Early plan directions for Housing: 

 Support new housing of different sizes, costs, tenures and forms to encourage a more diverse 

neighbourhood population 

 Encourage new housing design that fits in with the neighbourhood character 

 Create more affordable housing through infill housing and mortgage-helpers 

 Support a diversity of new housing options to allow people to stay in the neighbourhood as they age 

 Maintain and invest in existing rental housing stock 

 Help shape additional plan directions by completing the survey questions on Neighbourhood Growth and 

Neighbourhood Housing  

Heritage 

What We’ve Heard: 

 Retain older homes and leafy-tree lined streets 

 Establish a heritage conservation area 

 Protect the historic character of certain blocks in Fairfield 

Early plan directions for Heritage: 

 Preserve the character of older, historic neighbourhood areas 

 Explore heritage conservation areas and other tools for special neighbourhood places 

Urban Villages 

What We’ve Heard: 

 Encourage small, independent businesses to thrive.  



 Protect existing small commercial corners at Moss Streets and Fairfield Road, and Moss Street and May 

Street.  Continue to allow mixed use and commercial buildings. 

 Improve public spaces. 

 If Ross Bay Village (Fairfield Plaza) redevelops in the future, create a walkable neighbourhood hub for 

daily shopping, services and housing. Encourage housing that fits into the surrounding neighbourhood 

(e.g. townhouses, well-designed multi-unit buildings). Manage traffic and parking. 

 

Early plan directions for Urban Villages: 

 Protect existing small commercial corners at Moss Streets and Fairfield Road, and Moss Street and May 

Street.  Continue to allow 2 – 4 storey buildings, with businesses on ground floor and housing above. 

Improve the sidewalks, streets and public realm in these areas.  

 If Ross Bay Village (Thrifty’s Plaza) redevelops in the future, create a walkable neighbourhood hub for 

daily shopping, services and housing. Encourage townhouses and 4-6 storey buildings with shops on the 

ground floor, with careful design controls to ensure development fits well with surrounding 

neighbourhood.  Manage traffic to improve the experience of walking and cycling in this area. 

 

Cook Street Village: Shared Principles 

Early plan principles for Cook Street Village: 

We heard Cook Street Village is the heart Fairfield, and that there is lots of shared agreement about what would 

make Cook Street Village even better over the next 25 years. These principles will be more fully explored through a 

design workshop as part of the neighbourhood plan process.  

1. Protect and renew the beautiful street tree canopy  

2. Create gateways that signal the entrance to Cook Street Village 

3. Widen sidewalks and create better spaces for pedestrians in Cook Street Village 

4. Support and strengthen village businesses as the village changes 

5. Maintain the sunny and open feeling of the streets 

6. Encourage new nearby housing and residents to add customers for village businesses  

7. Keep the eclectic, unique feel of the village (not shiny or cookie cutter) 

8. Create a new public gathering place in Cook Street Village 

9. Encourage front patios, display areas, seating and other semi-private space in front of businesses  

10. Slow down traffic through the village 

11. Improve bike facilities and bike parking in Cook St Village  

12. Find on-street parking solutions that work better for residents and businesses 

13. Design streets and sidewalks through the village to be used for special events 

14. Improve the condition of the boulevards through the village 

15. Improve village transit service  

16. Encourage gentle density in the residential areas, including garden suites, secondary suites, duplexes and 

townhouses 

 



Parks, Open Spaces and Urban Forest  

What We’ve Heard:  

 Improve amenities in the waterfront parks, particularly along Dallas Road/ Clover Point (e.g. public art, 

children’s play features bike parking, food trucks, public washrooms, picnic tables). Strong support for 

waterfront cycle path. Protect natural shoreline features  

 Maintain neighbourhood parks and add amenities to attract a wider range of ages, beyond young children 

 Support for dog-friendly parks; others would like dog-free areas along the shore and beaches  

 Maintain and expand the tree canopy on public and private land. Retain private trees and private green 

space as when properties redevelop. Celebrate and restore native ecosystems.  

 More green and sustainable buildings and landscaping 

 Strong support for a community allotment garden somewhere in Fairfield 

Early plan directions for Parks and Open Spaces: 

 Create more social gathering spaces in neighbourhood parks to attract a wider range of ages 

 Enhance the facilities for visitors along the waterfront, including Clover Point 

 Look for opportunities to create an allotment garden in Fairfield 

 Maintain and increase the urban forest on public and private land 

 Protect and restore coastal bluffs and shoreline ecosystems 

 Encourage stormwater management on private property 

 

Transportation  

What We Heard:  

 Move away from a car-centric neighbourhood. Improve pedestrian, cycling, public transit and car share 

opportunities. Strong support for better cycling facilities, particularly along the waterfront and in or 

around Cook Street Village. Better walking and cycling connections throughout the neighbourhood. More 

bicycle parking in Cook Street Village and at waterfront parks. Better pedestrian crossings at some key 

locations (e.g. near Fairfield Plaza and across Dallas Road)   

 Slow traffic on some key major roads (e.g Fairfield, Vancouver, Southgate, Richardson, May, Dallas, Moss, 

St. Charles, Ross). Concern about local streets being used as shortcuts by vehicles  

 On-street parking can be challenging, particularly around commercial areas where customer parking is 

limited. Concern from businesses about lack of business parking; concern that parking challenges will be 

exacerbated through future bike lanes.  Need for loading zones for businesses. 

Early Plan Directions for Transportation: 

1. Create a connected network of pedestrian and cycling routes throughout the neighbourhood 

2. Create a new waterfront bikeway along Dallas Road  

3. Improve cycling connections to and through Cook Street Village 

4. Provide more bicycle parking at key neighbourhood destinations 

5. Manage parking around neighbourhood commercial areas to better balance the needs of businesses and 

residents 

6. Slow and manage traffic in key locations to improve safety and livability  



 

Placemaking, Arts and Culture   

What We Heard:  

 Create a public space in Cook Street Village (e.g. small plaza) 

 More neighbourhood public art  

 More plantings and seating on boulevards  

 Protect beautiful views 

 Keep open skies and sunlight in commercial areas 

 More festivals and community events 

 Desire for community-led placemaking projects  

 Retain green, tree-covered feeling as properties redevelop 

Early Plan Directions for Placemaking, Arts and Culture: 

 Create a community gathering place (e.g. square) in Cook Street Village 

 Look at opportunities to encourage neighbourhood public art 

 Add features to neighbourhood parks to encourage social gathering 

 Support neighbourhood artists and creative entrepreneurs 

 

Community Health and Wellbeing  

What We Heard:  

 Maintain Fairfield’s friendly, respectful, safe feeling into the future 

 Create a more diverse and inclusive neighbourhood, with a full range of ages, incomes and ethnicities  

 Increase the number of families with children. Concern that the cost of housing will be a barrier 

 Concern about impacts of tent city on the sense of safety and security of surrounding residents  

 Desire for the community centre and seniors centre to broaden their appeal and inclusivity to a wider 

range of residents  

Early Plan Directions for Community Health and Wellbeing: 

 Encourage diverse housing forms to meet the needs of a wide range of future residents  

 Program parks and community facilities to appeal to a wider range of residents 

 Look at opportunities for family housing and more affordable ownership housing  

 Explore future neighbourhood needs and opportunities for recreational facilities 

 

 

 


